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The Promises of God
"Is Jesus true? Does He mean what He says? Answer decidedly, Yes, every word. Then if you
have settled this, by faith claim every promise that He has made, and receive the blessing; for
this acceptance by faith gives life to the soul. You may believe that Jesus is true to you, even
though you feel yourself to be the weakest and most unworthy of His children. And as you
believe, all your dark, brooding doubts are thrown back upon the archdeceiver who originated
them. You can be a great blessing if you will take God at His word. By living faith you are to
trust Him, even though the impulse is strong within you to speak words of distrust."
Testimonies to Ministers p.517
"The season of distress and anguish before us will require a faith that can endure weariness,
delay, and hunger -- a faith that will not faint though severely tried. The period of probation is
granted to all to prepare for that time. Jacob prevailed because he was persevering and
determined. His victory is an evidence of the power of importunate [to solicit earnestly and
repeatedly] prayer. All who will lay hold of God's promises, as he did, and be as earnest and
persevering as he was, will succeed as he succeeded. Those who are unwilling to deny self, to
agonize before God, to pray long and earnestly for His blessing, will not obtain it. Wrestling
with God -- how few know what it is! How few have ever had their souls drawn out after God
with intensity of desire until every power is on the stretch. When waves of despair which no
language can express sweep over the suppliant, how few cling with unyielding faith to the
promises of God.
Those who exercise but little faith now, are in the greatest danger of falling under the power
of satanic delusions and the decree to compel the conscience. And even if they endure the test
they will be plunged into deeper distress and anguish in the time of trouble, because they have
never made it a habit to trust in God. The lessons of faith which they have neglected they will
be forced to learn under a terrible pressure of discouragement.
We should now acquaint ourselves with God by proving His promises." The Great
Controversy p.621,622
"If we commit the keeping of our souls to God in the exercise of living faith, His promises will
not fail us; for they have no limit but our faith." My Life Today p.14
"We must pray more and in faith. We must not pray and then run away as though afraid we
should receive an answer. God will not mock us. He will answer if we watch unto prayer, if
we believe we receive the things we ask for, and keep believing and never lose patience in
believing. This is watching unto prayer. We guard the prayer of faith with expectancy and
hope. We must wall it in with assurance and be not faithless, but believing. The fervent prayer
of the righteous is never lost. The answer may not come according as we expected, but it will
come because God's word is pledged." Our High Calling p.134
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"It would be well to remember that every true child of God has the co-operation of heavenly
beings. Invisible armies of light and power attend the meek and lowly ones who believe and
claim the promises of God. Cherubim and seraphim, and angels that excel in strength, stand at
God's right hand, 'all ministering spirits, sent forth to minister for them who shall be heirs of
salvation.' Hebrews 1:14." The Acts of the Apostles p.154
"The children of God are not left alone and defenseless. Prayer moves the arm of Omnipotence.
Prayer has 'subdued kingdoms, wrought righteousness, obtained promises, stopped the mouth of
lions, quenched the violence of fire.' " Christ's Object Lessons p.172
"It is a part of God's plan to grant us, in answer to the prayer of faith, that which He would not
bestow did we not thus ask." The Great Controversy p.525
"To blot the promises of God from the Word would be like blotting the sun from the sky.
There would then be nothing to gladden our experience. God has placed the promises in His
Word to lead us to have faith in Him. In these promises He draws back the veil from eternity,
giving us a glimpse of the far more exceeding and eternal weight of glory which awaits the
overcomer. Let us, then, rest in God. Let us praise Him for giving us such a glorious revelation
of His purposes.
All along our pathway God places the flowers of promise to brighten our journey. But many
refuse to gather these flowers, choosing instead the thorns and thistles. At every step they weep
and mourn, when they might rejoice in the Lord because He has made the road to heaven so
pleasant.
As we look at the promises of God we find comfort and hope and joy, for they speak to us
the words of the Infinite One. Properly to appreciate these precious promises we should study
them carefully, examining them in detail. How much joy we might bring into life, how much
goodness into the character, if we would but make these promises our own! As we journey in
the upward way, let us talk of the blessings strewn along the path. As we think of the mansions
Christ is preparing for us, we forget the petty annoyances which we meet day by day. We seem
to breathe the atmosphere of the heavenly country to which we are journeying, and we are
soothed and comforted. . . . Let us honor God by weaving more of Jesus and heaven into our
lives.
The unfailing promises of God will keep your heart in perfect peace." My Life Today p.338
"Thou wilt keep him in perfect peace, whose mind is stayed on thee; because he trusteth in thee.
Trust ye in the Lord forever: in the Lord Jehovah is everlasting strength." Isaiah 26:3
"Another element of prevailing prayer is faith. 'He that cometh to God must believe that He
is, and that He is a rewarder of them that diligently seek Him.' Hebrews 11:6. Jesus said to His
disciples, 'What things soever ye desire, when ye pray, believe that ye receive them, and ye
shall have them.' Mark 11:24. Do we take Him at His word?
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The assurance is broad and unlimited, and He is faithful who has promised. When we do not
receive the very things we ask for, at the time we ask, we are still to believe that the Lord hears,
and that He will answer our prayers. We are so erring and shortsighted that we sometimes ask
for things that would not be a blessing to us, and our heavenly Father in love answers our
prayers by giving us that which will be for our highest good, -- that which we ourselves would
desire if with vision divinely enlightened we could see all things as they really are. When our
prayers seem not to be answered, we are to cling to the promise; for the time of answering will
surely come, and we shall receive the blessing we need most. But to claim that prayer will
always be answered in the very way and for the particular thing that we desire, is presumption.
God is too wise to err, and too good to withhold any good thing from them that walk uprightly.
Then do not fear to trust Him, even though you do not see the immediate answer to your
prayers. Rely upon His sure promise, 'Ask, and it shall be given you.' Matthew 7:7." Steps to
Christ p.96
"Prayer and faith are closely allied, and they need to be studied together. In the prayer of
faith there is a divine science; it is a science that everyone who would make his lifework a
success must understand. Christ says, 'What things soever ye desire, when ye pray, believe that
ye receive them, and ye shall have them.' Mark 11:24. He makes it plain that our asking must
be according to God's will; we must ask for the things that He has promised, and whatever we
receive must be used in doing His will. The conditions met, the promise is unequivocal.
For the pardon of sin, for the Holy Spirit, for a Christlike temper, for wisdom and strength to
do His work, for any gift He has promised, we may ask; then we are to believe that we receive,
and return thanks to God that we have received.
We need look for no outward evidence of the blessing. The gift is in the promise, and we
may go about our work assured that what God has promised He is able to perform, and that the
gift, which we already possess, will be realized when we need it most.
To live thus by the word of God means the surrender to Him of the whole life. There will be
felt a continual sense of need and dependence, a drawing out of the heart after God. Prayer is a
necessity; for it is the life of the soul." Education 257,258
"Not because we see or feel that God hears us are we to believe. We are to trust His promises.
When we come to Him in faith, we should believe that every petition enters into the heart of
Christ. When we have asked for His blessing, we should believe that we receive it, and thank
Him that we have it. Then we are to go about our duties, assured that the blessing will be sent
when we need it most. When we have learned to do this, we shall know that our prayers are
answered. God will do for us 'exceeding abundantly,' 'according to the riches of His glory,' and
'the working of His mighty power. [Ephesians 3:20, 16; 1:19].' Gospel Workers p.261,262
"Every saint who comes to God with a true heart, and sends his honest petitions to him in faith,
will have his prayers answered. Your faith must not let go of the promises of God, if you do not
see or feel the immediate answer to your prayers. Be not afraid to trust God. Rely upon his
sure promise, 'Ask, and ye shall receive.' God is too wise to err, and too good to withhold any
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good thing from his saints that walk uprightly. Man is erring, and although his petitions are
sent up from an honest heart, he does not always ask for the things that are good for himself, or
that will glorify God. When this is so, our wise and good Father hears our prayers, and will
answer, sometimes immediately; but he gives us the things that are for our best good and his
own glory. God gives us blessings; if we could look into his plan, we would clearly see that he
knows what is best for us, and that our prayers are answered. Nothing hurtful is given, but the
blessing we need, in the place of something we asked for, that would not be good for us, but to
our hurt." Testimonies for the Church, Volume 1 p.120,121
"It was represented to me like children asking a blessing of their earthly parents who love them.
They ask something that the parent knows will hurt them; the parent gives them the things that
will be good and healthful for them, in the place of that which they desired. I saw that every
prayer which is sent up in faith from an honest heart, will be heard of God and answered, and
the one that sent up the petition will have the blessing when he needs it most, and it will often
exceed his expectations. Not a prayer of a true saint is lost if sent up in faith, from an honest
heart." Testimonies for the Church, Volume 1 p.121
"We are not to trust in our faith, but in the promises of God. When we repent of our past
transgressions of His law, and resolve to render obedience in the future, we should believe that
God for Christ's sake accepts us, and forgives our sins.
Darkness and discouragement will sometimes come upon the soul, and threaten to
overwhelm us; but we should not cast away our confidence. We must keep the eye fixed on
Jesus, feeling or no feeling. We should seek to faithfully perform every known duty, and then
calmly rest in the promises of God." Messages to Young People p.111
"God loves the sinless angels, who do His service and are obedient to all His commands; but
He does not give them grace; they have never needed it, for they have never sinned. Grace is an
attribute shown to undeserving human beings. We did not seek after it; it was sent in search of
us. God rejoices to bestow grace upon all who hunger and thirst for it, not because we are
worthy, but because we are unworthy. Our need is the qualification which gives us the
assurance that we shall receive the gift.
It should not be difficult to remember that the Lord desires you to lay your troubles and
perplexities at His feet, and leave them there. Go to Him, saying: 'Lord, my burdens are too
heavy for me to carry. Wilt Thou bear them for me?' And He will answer: 'I will take them.'
'With everlasting kindness will I have mercy on thee.' 'I will take your sins, and will give you
peace. Banish no longer your self-respect; for I have bought you with the price of My own
blood. You are Mine. Your weakened will I will strengthen. Your remorse for sin I will
remove.' " Testimonies to Ministers p.519,520
"Wait patiently for the Lord. He will be to you a present help in every time of need. The Lord
is good. Praise His holy name. God loves to have us trust Him, loves to have us have
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confidence in His promises. Only believe, and we shall see the workings of God." Selected
Messages II p.247
"When we comply with the written Word, according to our best knowledge, then we are to
walk by faith, whether we feel any special gratification or not. We dishonor God when we
show we do not trust Him after He has given us such wondrous evidences of His great love in
giving His only-begotten Son Jesus to die, our sacrifice, that we may believe in Him, rest our
hopes in Him, and trust in His Word without a question or doubt.
Keep looking unto Jesus, offering up silent prayers in faith, taking hold of His strength,
whether you have any manifest feeling or not. Go right forward as if every prayer offered was
lodged in the throne of God and responded to by the One whose promises never fail." Selected
Messages II p.242
"We must earnestly cry to God in faith, feeling or no feeling, and then live our prayers. Our
assurance and evidence is God's word, and after we have asked we must believe without
doubting. I praise Thee, O God, I praise Thee. Thou hast not failed me in the performance of
Thy word. Thou hast revealed Thyself unto me and I am Thine to do Thy will." Selected
Messages II p.243
"This is Jesus, the life of every grace, the life of every promise, the life of every ordinance, the
life of every blessing. Jesus is the substance, the glory and fragrance, the very life itself. 'He
that followeth me shall not walk in darkness, but shall have the light of life' (John 8:12). Then
the royal path cast up for the ransomed to walk in is not discouraging darkness. Our pilgrimage
would indeed be lonely and painful were it not for Jesus. 'I will not,' He says, 'leave you
comfortless' (John 14:18). Then let us gather every registered promise. Let us repeat them by
day and meditate upon them in the night season, and be happy." Selected Messages II p.244
"For the which cause I also suffer these things: nevertheless I am not ashamed: for I know
whom I have believed, and am persuaded that he is able to keep that which I have committed
unto him against that day." II Timothy 1:12
"It is our privilege to use every God-appointed means in correspondence with our faith, and
then trust in God, when we have urged the promise. If there is need of a surgical operation, and
the physician is willing to undertake the case, it is not a denial of faith to have the operation
performed. After the patient has committed his will to the will of God, let him trust, drawing
nigh to the Great Physician, the Mighty Healer, and giving himself up in perfect trust. The Lord
will honor his faith in the very manner He sees is for His own name's glory." Selected
Messages II p.284,285
"As you follow on to know the Lord, you will know that His goings forth are prepared as the
morning. And when you receive help and comfort, sing to the praise of God. Talk with God.
Thus you will become a friend of God. You will rely on Him. You will obtain a faith that will
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trust whether you feel like trusting or not. Remember that feeling is not an evidence that you
are a Christian. Implicit faith in God shows that you are His child. Trust in God. He will never
disappoint you. He says, 'I will not leave you comfortless; I will come to you. Yet a little
while, and the world seeth Me no more; but ye see Me; because I live, ye shall live also.' We do
not see Christ in person. It is by faith that we behold Him. Our faith grasps His promises.
Thus it was that Enoch walked with God." Living the Life of Enoch p.26
"God stands back of every promise He has made. With your Bible in your hands say, I have
done as Thou hast said. I present Thy promise, 'Ask, and it shall be given you; seek, and ye
shall find; knock, and it shall be opened unto you.'
We must not only pray in Christ's name, but by the inspiration of the Holy Spirit. This
explains what is meant when it is said that the Spirit 'maketh intercession for us, with groanings
which cannot be uttered.' Romans 8:26. Such prayer God delights to answer. When with
earnestness and intensity we breathe a prayer in the name of Christ, there is in that very
intensity a pledge from God that He is about to answer our prayer 'exceeding abundantly above
all that we ask or think.' Ephesians 3:20
Christ has said, What things soever ye desire, when ye pray, believe that ye receive them,
and ye shall have them.' Mark 11:24. 'Whatsoever ye shall ask in My name, that will I do, that
the Father may be glorified in the Son.' John 14:13. And the beloved John, under the
inspiration of the Holy Spirit, speaks with great plainness and assurance: 'If we ask anything
according to His will, He heareth us: and if we know that He hear us, whatsoever we ask, we
know that we have the petitions that we desired of Him.' I John 5:14,15. Then press your
petition to the Father in the name of Jesus. God will honor that name." Christ's Object Lessons
p.147,148
"Satan is enraged at the sound of fervent prayer, for he knows that he will suffer loss."
Testimonies for the Church, Volume 1 p.295
"Satan cannot endure to have his powerful rival appealed to, for he fears and trembles before his
strength and majesty. At the sound of fervent prayer, Satan's whole host trembles."
Testimonies for the Church, Volume 1 p.346
"No power can deliver the ensnared soul but the power of God, in answer to the earnest prayers
of his faithful followers." Testimonies for the Church, Volume 1 p.299

Regarding two or more praying together:
"Here are the great cities in England and on the continent with their millions of inhabitants that
have not yet heard the last warning message. How are these to be warned? If the people of God
would only exercise faith, He would work in a wonderful manner to accomplish this work.
Hear the words of Christ: 'If two of you shall agree on earth as touching anything that they shall
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ask, it shall be done for them of My Father which is in heaven.' Precious promise! Do we
believe it? What marvelous results would appear if the united prayers of this company were to
ascend to God in living faith! Jesus stands ready to take these petitions and present them to His
Father, saying, 'I know these persons by name. Send answers to their prayers; for I have graven
their names on the palms of My hands.' " Evangelism p.414
"I saw that if Brother Loughborough and yourself make God your strength, a work will be
accomplished by you for his poor people; for two can be a host. Come close to each other, pray
together and separately, be free with each other." Testimonies for the Church, Volume 1 p.437
"The church is not now the separate and peculiar people she was when the fires of persecution
were kindled against her. How is the gold become dim! how is the most fine gold changed! I
saw that if the church had always retained her peculiar, holy character, the power of the Holy
Spirit which was imparted to the disciples would still be with her. The sick would be healed,
devils would be rebuked and cast out, and she would be mighty and a terror to her enemies."
Early Writings p.227
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