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Quick to LOVE
We have not been given the work of judging others here on earth
". . . He [Christ] has not committed to us the work of judging character and motive. He knows
our nature too well to entrust this work to us. Should we try to uproot from the church those
whom we suppose to be spurious Christians, we should be sure to make mistakes. Often we
regard as hopeless subjects the very ones whom Christ is drawing to Himself. Were we to deal
with these souls according to our imperfect judgment, it would perhaps extinguish their last
hope. Many who think themselves Christians will at last be found wanting. Many will be in
heaven who their neighbors supposed would never enter there. Man judges from appearance,
but God judges the heart. The tares and the wheat are to grow together until the harvest; and the
harvest is the end of probationary time." Christ's Object Lessons p.71,72

Why we should not judge others
"Therefore thou art inexcusable, O man, whosoever thou art that judgest: for wherein thou
judgest another, thou condemnest thyself; for thou that judgest doest the same things." Romans
2:1
"Judge not, that ye be not judged. For with what judgment ye judge, ye shall be judged: and
with what measure ye mete, it shall be measured to you again. And why beholdest thou the
mote that is in thy brother's eye, but considerest not the beam that is in thine own eye? Or how
wilt thou say to thy brother, Let me pull out the mote out of thine eye; and, behold, a beam is in
thine own eye? Thou hypocrite, first cast out the beam out of thine own eye; and then shalt
thou see clearly to cast out the mote out of thy brother's eye." Matthew 7:1-5
"Humble yourselves in the sight of the Lord, and he shall lift you up. Speak not evil one of
another, brethren. He that speaketh evil of his brother, and judgeth his brother, speaketh evil of
the law, and judgeth the law: but if thou judge the law, thou art not a doer of the law, but a
judge. There is one lawgiver, who is able to save and to destroy: who art thou that judgest
another?" James 4:10-12

Love is the foundation of God's law
"Jesus said unto him, Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul,
and with all thy mind. This is the first and great commandment. And the second is like unto it,
Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself. On these two commandments hang all the law and the
prophets." Matthew 22:37-40
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"For whosoever shall keep the whole law, and yet offend in one point, he is guilty of all."
James 2:10
"Brethren, if a man be overtaken in a fault, ye which are spiritual, restore such an one in the
spirit of meekness; considering thyself, lest thou also be tempted. Bear ye one another's
burdens, and so fulfil the law of Christ." Galatians 6:1,2
"Owe no man any thing, but to love one another: for he that loveth another hath fulfilled the
law." Romans 13:8
"Ye have heard that it hath been said, Thou shalt love thy neighbour, and hate thine enemy. But
I say unto you, Love your enemies, bless them that curse you, do good to them that hate you,
and pray for them which despitefully use you, and persecute you;" Matthew 6:43,44

Christ's example
"If we have a sense of the long-suffering of God toward us, we shall not be found judging or
accusing others. When Christ was living on the earth, how surprised His associates would have
been, if, after becoming acquainted with Him, they had heard Him speak one word of
accusation, of faultfinding, or of impatience. Let us never forget that those who love Him are to
represent Him in character.
'Be kindly affectioned one to another with brotherly love; in honor preferring one another.'
[Romans 12:10]." Help in Daily Living p.22
"In His mercy and long-suffering, God bears patiently with the perverse and even the
falsehearted. Among Christ's chosen apostles was Judas the traitor. Should it then be a cause
of surprise or discouragement that there are falsehearted ones among His workers today? If He
who reads the heart could bear with him who He knew was to be His betrayer, with what
patience should we bear with those at fault.
And not all, even of those who appear most faulty, are like Judas. Peter, impetuous, hasty,
and self-confident, often appeared to far greater disadvantage than Judas did. He was oftener
reproved by the Saviour. But what a life of service and sacrifice was his! What a testimony
does it bear to the power of God's grace! So far as we are capable, we are to be to others what
Jesus was to His disciples when He walked and talked with them on the earth." Help in Daily
Living p.27
". . . for man looketh on the outward appearance, but the Lord looketh on the heart." I Samuel
16:7
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The mark of a true Christian
"Kindness and love and courtesy are the marks of the Christian . . . In our association with each
other let it be ever remembered that there are chapters in the experience of others that are sealed
from mortal eyes; there are sad histories that are written in the books of heaven but are sacredly
guarded from prying eyes. There stand registered long, hard battles with trying circumstances,
arising in the very homes, that day by day sap the courage, the faith, the confidence, until the
very manhood seems to fall to ruins. But Jesus knows it all, and He never forgets. To such,
words of kindness and affection are welcome as the smile of angels; a strong, helpful grasp of
the hand of a true friend is worth more than gold and silver." My Life Today p.178
"Every association of life calls for the exercise of self-control, forbearance, and sympathy. We
differ so widely in disposition, habits, education, that our ways of looking at things vary. We
judge differently. Our understanding of truth, our ideas in regard to the conduct of life, are not
in all respects the same. There are no two whose experience is alike in every particular. The
trials of one are not the trials of another. The duties that one finds light are to another most
difficult and perplexing." Help in Daily Living p.15
"Let nothing be done through strife or vainglory; but in lowliness of mind let each esteem other
better than themselves." Philippians 2:3

How to love
"Looking unto Jesus we obtain brighter and more distinct views of God, and by beholding we
become changed. Goodness, love for our fellow men, becomes our natural instinct. We
develop a character which is the counterpart of the divine character." Christ's Object Lessons
p.355
"We should continually pray to God to increase our strength, to make us strong in His strength,
to kindle in our hearts the flame of divine love." Evangelism p.631
"Our daily prayer should be, 'Lord, help me to do my best. Teach me how to do better work.
Give me energy and cheerfulness. Help me to bring into my service the loving ministry of the
Saviour.' " Help in Daily Living p.6
"The heart that has once tasted the love of Christ, cries out continually for a deeper draft, and as
you impart you will receive in richer and more abundant measure. Every revelation of God to
the soul increases the capacity to know and to love." Thoughts From the Mount of Blessing
p.20
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"Love is the basis of godliness. Whatever the profession, no man has pure love to God
unless he has unselfish love for his brother. But we can never come into possession of this
spirit by trying to love others. What is needed is the love of Christ in the heart. When self is
merged in Christ, love springs forth spontaneously. The completeness of Christian character is
attained when the impulse to help and bless others springs constantly from within -- when the
sunshine of heaven fills the heart and is revealed in the countenance.
It is not possible for the heart in which Christ abides to be destitute of love." Christ's Object
Lessons p.384
"The most careful cultivation of the outward proprieties of life is not sufficient to shut out all
fretfulness, harsh judgment, and unbecoming speech. True refinement will never be revealed so
long as self is considered as the supreme object. Love must dwell in the heart. A throughgoing
Christian draws his motives of action from his deep heart love for his Master. Up through the
roots of his affection for Christ springs an unselfish interest in his brethren. Love imparts to its
possessor grace, propriety, and comeliness of deportment. It illuminates the countenance and
subdues the voice; it refines and elevates the whole being." Help in Daily Living p.23

Love defined
"The Lord desires me to call the attention of His people to the thirteenth chapter of First
Corinthians. Read this chapter every day, and from it obtain comfort and strength. Learn from
it the value that God places on sanctified, heaven-born love, and let the lesson that it teaches
come home to your hearts. Learn that Christlike love is of heavenly birth, and that without it all
other qualifications are worthless." SDA Bible Commentary, Vol. 7A p.315
"And then, in words which from that day to this have been to men and women a source of
inspiration and encouragement, Paul set forth the importance of that love which should be
cherished by the followers of Christ: 'Though I speak with the tongues of men and of angels,
and have not charity, I am become as sounding brass, or a tinkling cymbal. And though I have
the gift of prophecy, and understand all mysteries, and all knowledge; and though I have all
faith, so that I could remove mountains, and have not charity, I am nothing. And though I
bestow all my goods to feed the poor, and though I give my body to be burned, and have not
charity, it profiteth me nothing.'
No matter how high the profession, he whose heart is not filled with love for God and his
fellow men is not a true disciple of Christ. Though he should possess great faith and have
power even to work miracles, yet without love his faith would be worthless. He might display
great liberality; but should he, from some other motive than genuine love, bestow all his goods
to feed the poor, the act would not commend him to the favor of God. In his zeal he might even
meet a martyr's death, yet if not actuated by love, he would be regarded by God as a deluded
enthusiast or an ambitious hypocrite.
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'Charity suffereth long, and is kind; charity envieth not; charity vaunteth not itself, is not
puffed up.' The purest joy springs from the deepest humiliation. The strongest and noblest
characters are built on the foundation of patience, love, and submission to God's will.
Charity 'doth not behave itself unseemly, seeketh not her own, is not easily provoked,
thinketh no evil.' Christlike love places the most favorable construction on the motives and acts
of others. It does not needlessly expose their faults; it does not listen eagerly to unfavorable
reports, but seeks rather to bring to mind the good qualities of others.
Love 'rejoiceth not in iniquity, but rejoiceth in the truth; beareth all things, believeth all
things, hopeth all things, endureth all things.' This love 'never faileth.' It can never lose its
value; it is a heavenly attribute. As a precious treasure, it will be carried by its possessor
through the portals of the city of God.
'And now abideth faith, hope, charity, these three; but the greatest of these is charity.' " The
Acts of the Apostles p.318,319

We need to love to prepare for Christ's coming
"Here is the patience of the saints: here are they that keep the commandments of God, and the
faith of Jesus." Revelation 14:12
"The church, being endowed with the righteousness of Christ, is His depository, in which the
wealth of His mercy, His love, His grace, is to appear in full and final display." Testimonies to
Ministers p.18
"To have unity and love for one another is the great [work] now to be carried on." Counsels to
Writers and Editors p.79
"There is an eloquence far more powerful than the eloquence of words in the quiet, consistent
life of a pure, true Christian. What a man is has more influence than what he says." Help in
Daily Living p.1
"The strongest argument in favor of the gospel is a loving and lovable Christian." Help in Daily
Living p.2
"Love must be the principle of action. Love is the underlying principle of God's government in
heaven and earth, and it must be the foundation of the Christian's character." Christ's Object
Lessons p.49
"The last rays of merciful light, the last message of mercy to be given to the world, is a
revelation of His character of love. The children of God are to manifest His glory. In their own
life and character they are to reveal what the grace of God has done for them." Christ's Object
Lessons p.415, 416
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"But thanks be to God, which giveth us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ."
Corinthians 15:57

I

"Beloved, let us love one another: for love is of God; and every one that loveth is born of God,
and knoweth God. He that loveth not knoweth not God; for God is love." I John 4:7,8
"Hearts that are filled with the love of Christ can never get very far apart." Testimonies to the
Church, Volume 5 p.335
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