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"For he shall give his angels charge over thee,
to keep thee in all thy ways."
Psalms 91:11

THE MISSION OF ANGELS

"We need to understand better than we do the mission of the angels. It would be well to
remember that every true child of God has the co-operation of heavenly beings." The Acts of
the Apostles p.154

"Are they not all ministering spirits, sent forth to minister for them who shall be heirs of
salvation?" Hebrews 1:14

"Angels are God's ministers, radiant with the light ever flowing from His presence, and
speeding on rapid wing to execute His will." Sons and Daughters of God p.35

"We cannot see and could not endure the glory of angelic ministrations if their glory was not
veiled in condescension to the weakness of our human nature. The blaze of the heavenly glory
as seen in the angels of light, would extinguish earthly mortals." [ Selected Messages p.96,97

"In their ministry the angels are not as servants, but as sons. There is perfect unity between
them and their Creator. Obedience is to them no drudgery. Love for God makes their service a
joy. So in every soul wherein Christ, the hope of glory, dwells, His words are re-echoed, 'l
delight to do Thy will, O My God: yea, Thy law is within My heart.! Psalm 40:8." Thoughts
From the Mount of Blessing p.109

THE WORK OF ANGELS

Angels in Human Form

"Be not forgetful to entertain strangers: for thereby some have entertained angels unawares."
Hebrews 13:2

"These heavenly beings are ministering angels, and they frequently disguise themselves in the
form of human beings, and as strangers converse with those who are engaged in the work of
God. In lonely places they have been the companions of the traveler in peril. In tempest-tossed
ships they have spoken words to allay fear and inspire hope in the hour of danger. Many, under
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different circumstances, have listened to the voices of the inhabitants of other worlds. Time and
again have they been the leaders of armies. They have been sent forth to cleanse away
pestilence. They have eaten at the humble board of families, and often have they appeared as
weary travelers in need of shelter for the night." Sons and Daughters of God p.37

"In all ages, God has wrought through holy angels for the succor and deliverance of His
people. Celestial beings have taken an active part in the affairs of men. They have appeared
clothed in garments that shone as the lightning; they have come as men in the garb of wayfarers.
Angels have appeared in human form to men of God. They have rested, as if weary, under the
oaks at noon. They have accepted the hospitalities of human homes. They have acted as guides
to benighted travelers. They have, with their own hands, kindled the fires at the altar. They
have opened prison doors and set free the servants of the Lord. Clothed with the panoply of
heaven, they came to roll away the stone from the Saviour's tomb.

In the form of men, angels are often in the assemblies of the righteous; . . .

Though the rulers of this world know it not, yet often in their councils angels have been
spokesmen. Human eyes have looked upon them; human ears have listened to their appeals;
human lips have opposed their suggestions and ridiculed their counsels; human hands have met
them with insult and abuse. In the council hall and the court of justice these heavenly
messengers have shown an intimate acquaintance with human history; they have proved
themselves better able to plead the cause of the oppressed than were their ablest and most
eloquent defenders. They have defeated purposes and arrested evils that would have greatly
retarded the work of God and would have caused great sufferings to His people. In the hour of
peril and distress 'the angel of the Lord encampeth round about them that fear Him, and
delivereth them.' Psalm 34:7." The Great Controversy p.631,632

Your Guardian Angel -- A Personal Companion and Protector

"A silent witness guards every soul that lives, seeking to draw that soul to Christ. As long as
there is hope, until men resist the Holy Spirit to their eternal ruin, they are guarded by heavenly
intelligences." Testimonies for the Church, Volume 6 p.367

"Every redeemed one will understand the ministry of angels in his own life. The angel who
was his guardian from his earliest moment; the angel who watched his steps, and covered his
head in the day of peril; the angel who was with him in the valley of the shadow of death, who
marked his resting place, who was the first to greet him in the resurrection morning -- what will
it be to hold converse with him, and to learn the history of divine interposition in the individual
life, of heavenly co-operation in every work for humanity.

All the perplexities of life's experience will then be made plain. Where to us have appeared
only confusion and disappointment, broken purposes and thwarted plans, will be seen a grand,
overruling, victorious purpose, a divine harmony." Education p.305
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Self-sacrificing Service

"Our Saviour's joy was in the uplifting and redemption of fallen men. For this He counted not
His life dear unto Himself, but endured the cross, despising the shame. So angels are ever
engaged in working for the happiness of others. This is their joy. That which selfish hearts
would regard as humiliating service, ministering to those who are wretched and in every way
inferior in character and rank, is the work of sinless angels. The spirit of Christ's self-
sacrificing love is the spirit that pervades heaven, and is the very essence of its bliss. This is the
spirit that Christ's followers will possess, the work that they will do." Steps to Christ p.77

Every Word and Action is Recorded

"The recording angel is making a faithful record of the words and acts of God's people. Angels
are watching the development of character and weighing moral worth." Testimonies for the
Church, Volume 1 p.262

A Golden Card

"There is perfect order and harmony in the Holy City. All the angels that are commissioned to
visit the earth hold a golden card, which they present to the angels at the gate of the city as they
pass in and out." Early Writings p.39

Beautiful Music

"I have seen companies of angels, who stood in a hollow square, every one having a harp of
gold. At the end of the harp was an instrument to turn, to set the harp or change the tunes.
Their fingers did not sweep over the strings carelessly, but they touched different strings to
product different sounds. There is one angel who always leads, who first touches the harp and
strikes the note, then all join in the rich, perfect music of Heaven. It cannot be described. It is
melody, heavenly, divine, while from every countenance beams the image of Jesus, shining
with glory unspeakable." Testimonies for the Church, Volume 1 p.146

Making Your Crown
"When the Lord makes up his jewels, the true, the frank, the honest, will be looked upon with

pleasure. Angels are employed in making crowns for such ones, and upon these star-gemmed
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crowns will be reflected, with splendor, the light which radiates from the throne of God."
Testimonies for the Church, Volume 5 p.96

WHAT ANGELS WILL NOT DO
Your Part in Spreading the Gospel

"God might have committed the message of the gospel and all the work of loving ministry to
heavenly angels. He might have employed other means for accomplishing His purpose. But in
His infinite love He chose to make us co-workers with Himself, with Christ and the angels, that
we might share the blessing, the joy, the spiritual uplifting, which results from this unselfish
ministry." Steps to Christ p.79

You Must Resist the Enemy

"I saw evil angels contending for souls, and angels of God resisting them. . . .

But it is not the work of good angels to control the minds of men against their will. If they
yield to the enemy, and make no effort to resist him, then the angels of God can do but little
more than hold in check the host of Satan, that they shall not destroy, until further light be given
to those in peril, to move them to arouse and look to heaven for help. Jesus will not
commission holy angels to extricate those who make no effort to help themselves. . . .

But if the one in danger perseveres, and in his helplessness casts himself upon the merits of
the blood of Christ, our Saviour listens to the earnest prayer of faith, and sends a reinforcement
of those angels that excel in strength to deliver him." Testimonies for the Church, Volume 1
p.345,346

GOOD ANGELS VS. EVIL ANGELS

The Fall of Satan and His Angels

"Satan was once an honored angel in heaven, next to Christ. His countenance, like those of
the other angels, was mild and expressive of happiness. His forehead was high and broad,
showing great intelligence. His form was perfect; his bearing noble and majestic. But when
God said to His Son, 'Let us make man in our image,' Satan was jealous of Jesus. He wished to
be consulted concerning the formation of man, and because he was not, he was filled with envy,
jealousy, and hatred. He desired to receive the highest honors in heaven next to God.

Until this time all heaven had been in order, harmony, and perfect subjection to the
government of God. It was the highest sin to rebel against His order and will. All heaven
seemed in commotion. The angels were marshaled in companies, each division with a higher
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commanding angel at its head. Satan, ambitious to exalt himself, and unwilling to submit to the
authority of Jesus, was insinuating against the government of God. Some of the angels
sympathized with Satan in his rebellion, and others strongly contended for the honor and
wisdom of God in giving authority to His Son. There was contention among the angels. Satan
and his sympathizers were striving to reform the government of God. They wished to look into
His unsearchable wisdom, and ascertain His purpose in exalting Jesus and endowing Him with
such unlimited power and command. They rebelled against the authority of the Son. All the
heavenly host were summoned to appear before the Father to have each case decided. It was
there determined that Satan should be expelled from heaven, with all the angels who had joined
him in the rebellion." Early Writings p.145,146

"Then there was war in heaven. The Son of God, the Prince of heaven, and His loyal angels
engaged in conflict with the archrebel and those who united with him. The Son of God and
true, loyal angels prevailed; and Satan and his sympathizers were expelled from heaven. All the
heavenly host acknowledged and adored the God of justice. Not a taint of rebellion was left in
heaven. All was again peaceful and harmonious as before. Angels in heaven mourned the fate
of those who had been their companions in happiness and bliss. Their loss was felt in heaven."
The Story of Redemption p.19

"When he [Satan] sinned in heaven, even the loyal angels did not fully discern his character.
This was why God did not at once destroy Satan. Had He done so, the holy angels would not
have perceived the justice and love of God. A doubt of God's goodness would have been as evil
seed that would yield the bitter fruit of sin and woe. Therefore the author of evil was spared,
fully to develop his character." Christ's Object Lessons p.72

A Sobering Transformation

I was shown Satan as he once was, a happy, exalted angel. Then I was shown him as he now is
He still bears a kingly form. His features are still noble, for he is an angel fallen. But the
expression of his countenance is full of anxiety, care, unhappiness, malice, hate, mischief,
deceit, and every evil. That brow which was once so noble, I particularly noticed. His forehead
commenced from his eyes to recede. I saw that he had so long bent himself to evil that every
good quality was debased, and every evil trait was developed. His eyes were cunning, sly, and
showed great penetration. His frame was large, but the flesh hung loosely about his hands and
face. As I beheld him, his chin was resting upon his left hand. He appeared to be in deep
thought. A smile was upon his countenance, which made me tremble, it was so full of evil and
satanic slyness. This smile is the one he wears just before he makes sure of his victim, and as
he fastens the victim in his snare, this smile grows horrible." Early Writings p.152,153
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"Ewvil spirits, in the beginning created sinless, were equal in nature, power, and glory with the
holy beings that are now God's messengers. But fallen through sin, they are leagued together
for the dishonor of God and the destruction of men." The Great Controversy p.513
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Never Underestimate the Enemy

"None are in greater danger from the influence of evil spirits than those who, notwithstanding
the direct and ample testimony of the Scriptures, deny the existence and agency of the devil and
his angels. So long as we are ignorant of their wiles, they have almost inconceivable advantage;
many give heed to suggestions [from Satan and his angels] while they suppose themselves to be
following the dictates of their own wisdom. This is why, as we approach the close of time,
when Satan is to work with greatest power to deceive and destroy, he spreads everywhere the
belief that he does not exist. It is his policy to conceal himself and his manner of working."

The Great Controversy p.516

"The power and malice of Satan and his host might justly alarm us were it not that we may find
shelter and deliverance in the superior power of our Redeemer. We carefully secure our houses
with bolts and locks to protect our property and our lives from evil men; but we seldom think of
the evil angels who are constantly seeking access to us, and against whose attacks we have, in
our own strength, no method of defense. If permitted, they can distract our minds, disorder and
torment our bodies, destroy our possessions and our lives. Their only delight is in misery and
destruction." The Great Controversy p.517

The Battle Between Good and Evil

"We do not understand as we should the great conflict going on between invisible agencies, the
controversy between loyal and disloyal angels. Over every man, good and evil angels strive.
This is no make-believe conflict. It is not mimic battles in which we are engaged. We have to
meet most powerful adversaries, and it rests with us to determine which shall win." Testimonies
for the Church, Volume 7 p.213

"The battles waging between the two armies are as real as those fought by the armies of this
world, and on the issue of the spiritual conflict eternal destinies depend." Thoughts From the
Mount of Blessing p.119

"If you could see the pure angels with their bright, searching eyes intently fixed on you,
watching to record how the Christian glorifies his Master; or could you observe the exulting,
sneering triumph of the evil angels, as they trace out every crooked way, and then quote
Scripture which is violated, and compare the life with this Scripture which you profess to follow
but from which you swerve, you would be astonished and alarmed for yourselves." Testimonies
for the Church, Volume 2 p.171

"God knows how Satan is working, and sends his angels to watch over his children, to protect
them from the Devil's power. And the battle is constantly going on between the angels of God,

and the Devil's angels. The angels of God are clothed with a complete armor, the panoply of
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heaven, and, although surrounded with deadly foes, fear nothing, for they are doing the will of
their loved Commander. They enter the darkest places to rescue the children of God from the
snares of Satan, and their presence causes the evil angels to fall back. And as the evil angels are
defeated, they utter terrible imprecations against the injustice of God, and against his angels."
Spiritual Gifts, Volume 2 p.277

"If the Lord did not continue his guardian care over us by day and night, Satan would exercise
his power against us, and we should be consumed. The Lord has appointed his angels to shield
his people, that the wicked one may not destroy us." The Signs of the Times 1/6/1890

"I was shown that Satan cannot control minds unless they are yielded to his control. Those who
depart from the right are in serious danger now. They separate themselves from God and from
the watchcare of His angels, and Satan, ever upon the watch to destroy souls, begins to present
to them his deceptions. Such are in the utmost peril; and if they see and try to resist the powers
of darkness and to free themselves from Satan's snare, it is not an easy matter. They have
ventured on Satan's ground, and he claims them. He will not hesitate to engage all his energies
and call to his aid all his evil host to wrest a single human being from the hand of Christ. Those
who have tempted the devil to tempt them will have to make desperate efforts to free
themselves from his power. But when they begin to work for themselves, then angels of God
whom they have grieved will come to their rescue. Satan and his angels are unwilling to lose
their prey. They contend and battle with the holy angels, and the conflict is severe. But if those
who have erred continue to plead, and in deep humility confess their wrongs, angels who excel
in strength will prevail and wrench them from the power of the evil angels." Testimonies for the
Church, Volume 1 p.301

"Satan cannot endure to have his powerful rival appealed to, for he fears and trembles before
His [Christ's] strength and majesty. At the sound of fervent prayer, Satan's whole host trembles.
... And when angels, all-powerful, clothed with the armory of heaven, come to the help of the
fainting, pursued soul, Satan and his host fall back, well knowing that their battle is lost."
Messages to Young People p.53

THE ANGELS' LOVE AND SUPPORT FOR CHRIST

"Let Me Die in Your Place..."

"The angels could not rejoice as Christ opened before them the plan of redemption, for they
saw that man's salvation must cost their loved Commander unutterable woe. . . .

The angels prostrated themselves at the feet of their Commander and offered to become a
sacrifice for man. But an angel's life could not pay the debt; only He who created man had
power to redeem him. Yet the angels were to have a part to act in the plan of redemption.
Christ was to be made 'a little lower than the angels for the suffering of death." Hebrews 2:9.
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As He should take human nature upon Him, His strength would not be equal to theirs, and they
were to minister to Him, to strengthen and soothe Him under His sufferings. They were also to
be ministering spirits, sent forth to minister for them who should be heirs of salvation. Hebrews
1:14. They would guard the subjects of grace from the power of evil angels and from the
darkness constantly thrown around them by Satan." Patriarchs and Prophets p.64,65

"Angels ministered to Jesus, yet their presence did not make his life one of ease and freedom
from severe conflict and fierce temptation." Testimonies for the Church, Volume 2 p.509
Angel Involvement in Christ's Miracles

"The miracles of Christ for the afflicted and suffering were wrought by the power of God

through the ministration of angels. And it is through Christ, by the ministration of His heavenly
messengers, that every blessing comes from God to us." The Desire of Ages p.142-143

HOW ANGELS SUPPORT YOU

In Ministering to Others

"All the resources of heaven are at the command of those who are seeking to save the lost.
Angels will help you to reach the most careless and the most hardened." Christ's Object
Lessons p.197

"A report is borne to heaven of every successful effort on our part to dispel the darkness and to
spread abroad the knowledge of Christ. As the deed is recounted before the Father, joy thrills
through all the heavenly host." The Acts of the Apostles p.154

"Angels are watching with intense interest to see how man is dealing with his fellow men.
When they see one manifest Christlike sympathy for the erring, they press to his side and bring
to his remembrance words to speak that will be as the bread of life to the soul." Christ's Object
Lessons p.149

"As we teach those in darkness to understand the truths that have enlightened us, God will teach
us to understand these truths still better ourselves. He will give us apt words to speak,
communicating to us through the angel standing by our side." Evangelism p.172

"Kneel before God, and plead with Him for an understanding of His word. Be sure that you
know the real principles of the truth; and then when you meet opponents, it will not be in your
own strength; an angel of God will stand by your side, to help in answering every question that
may be asked." Gospel Workers p.105
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"Those who labor for the good of others are working in union with the heavenly angels. They
have their constant companionship, their unceasing ministry. Angels of light and power are
ever near, to protect, to comfort, to heal, to instruct, to inspire. The highest education, the truest
culture, and the most exalted service possible to human beings in this world, are theirs."
Testimonies for the Church, Volume 6 p.307,308

"Angels who minister to those that shall be heirs of salvation, are saying to every true saint:
"There is work for you to do." 'Go, stand and speak . . . to the people all the words of this life.'
Acts 5:20. If those addressed would obey this injunction, the Lord would prepare the way
before them, putting them in possession of means wherewith to go." Testimonies for the
Church, Volume 6 p.433,434

"If you would go forth to do Christ's work, angels of God would open the way before you,
preparing hearts to receive the gospel. Were every one of you a living missionary, the message
for this time would speedily be proclaimed in all countries, to every people and nation and
tongue. This is the work that must be done before Christ shall come in power and great glory. I
call upon the church to pray earnestly that you may understand your responsibilities. Are you
individually laborers together with God? If not, why not? When do you mean to do your
heaven-appointed work?" Testimonies for the Church, Volume 6 p.438

Providing Protection

" '"The angel of the Lord encampeth round about them that fear Him, and delivereth them.'
Psalm 34:7. God commissions His angels to save His chosen ones from calamity, to guard
them from 'the pestilence that walketh in darkness' and 'the destruction that wasteth at noonday.'
Psalm 91:6. Again and again have angels talked with men as a man speaketh with a friend, and
led them to places of security." The Acts o fthe Apostles p.153

"If we could only see the many dangers from which we are daily preserved by the holy angels,
instead of complaining of our trials and misfortunes, we would talk continually of the mercies
of God." Sons and Daughters of God p.116

"Before leaving the house for labor, all the family should be called together, and the father, or
the mother in the father's absence, should plead fervently with God to keep them through the
day. Come in humility with a heart full of tenderness and with a sense of the temptations and
danger before yourselves and your children; by faith bind them upon the altar, entreating for
them the care of the Lord. Ministering angels will guard children who are thus dedicated to
God. It s the duty of Christian parents, morning and evening, by earnest prayer and
persevering faith, to make a hedge about their children." Testimonies for the Church, Volume 1
p.397,398
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Providing Love, Care, Mercy and Encouragement

"It is the work of the angels to come close to the tried, the suffering, the tempted. They labor
untiringly in behalf of those for whom Christ died.

Angels are ever present where they are most needed. They are with those who have the
hardest battles to fight, with those who must battle against inclination and hereditary tendencies,
whose home surroundings are the most discouraging." My Life Today p.303

"If in our ignorance we make missteps, the Saviour does not forsake us. We need never feel
that we are alone. Angels are our companions." The Ministry of Healing p.249

"At every work of mercy, every work of love, angels of God are present." Testimonies for the
Church, Volume 9 p.31

Providing Answers to Prayer

"Angels of God, that excel in strength, are waiting for us to call them to our aid, that our faith
may not be eclipsed by the fierceness of the conflict." I Selected Messages p.195,196

"God does not leave His erring children who are weak in faith, and who make many mistakes.
The Lord hearkens and hears their prayer and their testimony. Those who look unto Jesus day
by day and hour by hour, who watch unto prayer, are drawing nigh to Jesus. Angels with wings
outspread wait to bear their contrite prayers to God, and to register them in the books of
heaven." SDA Bible Commentary, Volume 4 p.1184

"Heavenly beings are appointed to answer the prayers of those who are working unselfishly for
the interest of the cause of God. The very highest angels in the heavenly courts are appointed to
work out the prayers which ascend to God for the advancement of the cause of God. Each angel
has his particular post of duty, which he is not permitted to leave for any other place. If he
should leave, the powers of darkness would gain an advantage." SDA Bible Commentary,
Volume 4 p.1173

Influencing our Words and Actions

"We know not what results a day, an hour, or a moment may determine, and never should we
begin the day without committing our ways to our heavenly Father. His angels are appointed to
watch over us, and if we put ourselves under their guardianship, then in every time of danger
they will be at our right hand. When unconsciously we are in danger of exerting a wrong
influence, the angels will be by our side, prompting us to a better course, choosing our words
for us, and influencing our actions. Thus our influence may be a silent, unconscious, but
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mighty power in drawing others to Christ and the heavenly world." Christ's Object Lessons
p.341,342

Joining Us in Worship and Praise

"A congregation may be the poorest in the land. It may be without the attraction of any outward
show; but if the members possess the principles of the character of Christ, they will have His
joy in their souls. Angels will unite with them in their worship." Christ's Object Lessons p.298

"The church of God below is one with the church of God above. Believers on the earth and the
beings in heaven who have never fallen constitute one church. Every heavenly intelligence is
interested in the assemblies of the saints who on earth meet to worship God. In the inner court
of heaven they listen to the testimony of the witnesses for Christ in the outer court on earth, and
the praise and thanksgiving from the worshipers below is taken up in the heavenly anthem, and
praise and rejoicing sound through the heavenly courts because Christ has not died in vain for
the fallen sons of Adam." Testimonies for the Church, Volume 6 p.366

Help in Resisting Temptation

"Nothing is apparently more helpless, yet really more invincible, than the soul that feels its
nothingness, and relies wholly on the merits of the Saviour. God would send every angel in
heaven to the aid of such a one, rather than allow him to be overcome." Testimonies for the
Church, Volume 7 p.17

"Scarcely any of us realize that angels are about us; and these precious angels, who minister to
those who shall be heirs of salvation, are saving from us many, many temptations and
difficulties." Review and Herald 8/5/1890

"There are angels who excel in strength who will be with us in all our conflicts if we will only
be faithful." Testimonies for the Church, Volume 3 p.526

"It is the office of heavenly angels to prepare the heart so to comprehend God's word that we
shall be charmed with its beauty, admonished by its warnings, or animated and strengthened by
its promises. We should make the psalmist's petition our own: 'Open Thou mine eyes, that I
may behold wondrous things out of Thy law.' Psalm 119:18. Temptations often appear
irresistible because, through neglect of prayer and the study of the Bible, the tempted one
cannot readily remember God's promises and meet Satan with the Scripture weapons. But
angels are round about those who are willing to be taught in divine things; and in the time of
great necessity they will bring to their remembrance the very truths which are needed. Thus
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'when the enemy shall come in like a flood, the Spirit of the Lord shall lift up a standard against
him." Isaiah 59:19.” The Great Controversy p.600
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Help in Understanding Scripture

"When God's word 1s made the man of our counsel, when we search the Scriptures for light,
heavenly angels come near to impress the mind and to enlighten the understanding, so that it
can be truly said, 'The entrance of Thy words giveth light; it giveth understanding unto the
simple." Psalm 119:130." Counsels to Teachers p.442

"I saw that the angels of God would lead His people no faster than they could receive and act
upon the important truths that are communicated to them." Testimonies for the Church, Volume
1 p.207

Other Help and Support

"When about to speak passionately, close your mouth. Don't utter a word. Pray before you
speak, and heavenly angels will come to your assistance and drive back the evil angels, who
would lead you to dishonor God, reproach His cause, and weaken your own soul." Testimonies
for the Church, Volume 2 p.82

"Do not let your thoughts dwell upon yourselves. Think of Jesus. He is in His holy place, not
in a state of solitude and grandeur, but surrounded by ten thousand times ten thousand of
heavenly beings who wait to do their Master's bidding. And He bids them go and work for the
weakest saint who puts his trust in God. High and low, rich and poor, have the same help
provided." SDA Bible Commentary, Volume 7 p.933

"Angels of glory that do always behold the face of the Father in heaven, joy in ministering to
His little ones. Angels are ever present where they are most needed, with those who have the
hardest battles with self to fight, and whose surroundings are the most discouraging. Weak and
trembling souls who have many objectionable traits of character are their special charge." The
Ministry of Healing p.105

"Angels are sent on missions of mercy to the children of God. To Abraham, with promises of
blessing; to the gates of Sodom, to rescue righteous Lot from its fiery doom; to Elijah, as he was
about to perish from weariness and hunger in the desert; to Elisha, with chariots and horses of
fire surrounding the little town where he was shut in by his foes; to Daniel, while seeking divine
wisdom in the court of a heathen king, or abandoned to become the lions' prey; to Peter,
doomed to death in Herod's dungeon; to the prisoners at Philippi; to Paul and his companions in
the night of tempest on the sea; to open the mind of Cornelius to receive the gospel; to dispatch
Peter with the message of salvation to the Gentile stranger -- thus holy angels have, in all ages,
ministered to God's people." The Great Controversy p.513
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"Peter was in prison, expecting to be brought forth next day to death; he was sleeping at
night 'between two soldiers, bound with two chains: and the keepers before the door kept the
prison. And, behold, the angel of the Lord came upon him, and a light shined in the prison: and
he smote Peter on the side, and raised him up, saying, Arise up quickly. And his chains fell off
from his hands." Peter, suddenly awaking, was amazed at the brightness that flooded his
dungeon, and the celestial beauty of the heavenly messenger. He understood not the scene, but
he knew that he was free, and in his bewilderment and joy he would have gone forth from the
prison unprotected from the cold night air. The angel of God, noting all the circumstances, said,
with tender care for the apostle's need: 'Gird thyself, and bind on thy sandals.' Peter
mechanically obeyed; but so entranced was he with the revelation of the glory of heaven that he
did not think to take his cloak. Then the angel bade him: 'Cast thy garment about thee, and
follow me. And he went out, and followed him; and wist not that it was true which was done by
the angel; but thought he saw a vision. When they were past the first and second ward, they
came unto the iron gate that leadeth unto the city; which opened to them of his own accord: and
they went out, and passed on through one street; and forthwith the angel departed from him.'
The apostle found himself in the streets of Jerusalem alone. And when Peter was come to
himself, he said, Now I know of a surety,' -- it was not a dream or a vision, but an actual
occurrence, -- 'that the Lord hath sent His angel, and hath delivered me out of the hand of
Herod, and from all the expectation of the people of the Jews.'

Skeptics may sneer at the thought that a glorious angel from heaven should give attention to
a matter so commonplace as caring for these simple human needs, and may question the
inspiration of the narrative. But in the wisdom of God these things are recorded in sacred
history for the benefit, not of angels, but of men, that as they should be brought into trying
positions they might find comfort in the thought that heaven knows it all. Jesus declared to His
disciples that not a sparrow falls to the ground without the notice of the heavenly Father, and
that if God can keep in mind the wants of all the little birds of the air, He will much more care
for those who may become the subjects of His kingdom and through faith in Him may be the
heirs of immortality." Testimonies for the Church, Volume 5 p.748,749

AMAZING FACTS ABOUT ANGELS

Drawing Us Closer to Christ

"The angels of glory find their joy in giving, -- giving love and tireless watchcare to souls that
are fallen and unholy. Heavenly beings woo the hearts of men; they bring to this dark world
light from the courts above; by gentle and patient ministry they move upon the human spirit; to
bring the lost into a fellowship with Christ which is even closer than they themselves can
know." The Desire of Ages p.21
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Their Tender Love and Regard for Us

"It 1s the greatest joy of the angels in heaven to spread the shield of their tender love over the
souls who turn to God. Their love for those for whom Christ died is beyond measurement."
Review and Herald 1/26/1911

"I have seen the tender love that God has for His people, and it is very great. I saw angels over
the saints with their wings spread about them. Each saint had an attending angel. If the saints
wept through discouragement, or were in danger, the angels that ever attended them would fly
quickly upward to carry the tidings, and the angels in the city would cease to sing. Then Jesus
would commission another angel to descend to encourage, watch over, and try to keep them
from going out of the narrow path; but if they did not take heed to the watchful care of these
angels, and would not be comforted by them, but continued to go astray, the angels would look
sad and weep. They would bear the tidings upward, and all the angels in the city would weep,
and then with a loud voice say, Amen.' But if the saints fixed their eyes upon the prize before
them and glorified God by praising Him, then the angels would bear the glad tidings to the city,
and the angels in the city would touch their golden harps and sing with a loud voice, 'Alleluia!’
and the heavenly arches would ring with their lovely songs." Early Writings p.39

Becoming Christlike in Character

"To those who with steadfast perseverance strive to reveal the attributes of Christ, angels are
commissioned to give enlarged views of His character and work, His power and grace and love.
Thus they become partakers of His nature, and day by day grow up to the full stature of men
and women in Christ.” Counsels to Teachers p.491

A Special Regard for the Sabbath

"All Heaven was represented to me as beholding and watching upon the Sabbath those who
acknowledge the claims of the fourth commandment and are observing the Sabbath. Angels
were marking their interest in, and high regard for, this divine institution. Those who sanctified
the Lord God in their hearts by a strictly devotional frame of mind, and who sought to improve
the sacred hours in keeping the Sabbath to the best of their ability, and to honor God by calling
the Sabbath a delight, -- these the angels were specially blessing with light and health, and
special strength was given them. But, on the other hand, the angels were turning from those
who failed to appreciate the sacredness of God's sanctified day, and were removing from them
their light and their strength. I saw them overshadowed with a cloud, desponding, and
frequently sad. They felt a lack of the Spirit or God." Testimonies for the Church, Volume 2
p.704,705
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A Deadly Deception

"The ministration of holy angels, as presented in the Scriptures, is a truth most comforting and
precious to every follower of Christ. But the Bible teaching upon this point has been obscured
and perverted by the errors of popular theology. The doctrine of natural immortality, first
borrowed from the pagan philosophy, and in the darkness of the great apostasy incorporated
into the Christian faith, has supplanted the truth, so plainly taught in Scripture, that 'the dead
know not anything." Multitudes have come to believe that it is spirits of the dead who are the
'ministering spirits, sent forth to minister for them who shall be heirs of salvation." And this
notwithstanding the testimony of Scripture to the existence of heavenly angels, and their
connection with the history of man, before the death of a human being." The Great Controversy
p.551

"Spiritual beings sometimes appear to persons in the form of their deceased friends, and relate
incidents connected with their lives and perform acts which they performed while living. In this
way they lead men to believe that their dead friends are angels, hovering over them and
communicating with them. Those who thus assume to be the spirits of the departed are
regarded with a certain idolatry, and with many their word has greater weight than the word of
God." Patriarchs and Prophets p.684,685

"The familiar spirits' [see Leviticus 20:6, Psalm 146:4 & Ecclesiastes 9:5,6] were not the spirits
of the dead, but evil angels, the messengers of Satan." Patriarchs and Prophets p.685

IN CLOSE COOPERATION WITH ANGELS

"The angels of heaven do not come to the earth to rule, and to exact homage, but as messengers
of mercy, to co-operate with men in uplifting humanity." The Desire of Ages p.551

"We are to be laborers together with the heavenly angels in presenting Jesus to the world. With
almost impatient eagerness the angels wait for our co-operation; for man must be the channel to
communicate with man. And when we give ourselves to Christ in wholehearted devotion,
angels rejoice that they may speak through our voices to reveal God's love." The Desire of Ages
p.297

"Human agencies are the hands of heavenly instrumentalities; for heavenly angels employ
human hands in practical ministry. Human agencies as hand-helpers are to work out the
knowledge and use the facilities of heavenly beings. By uniting with these powers that are
omnipotent, we are benefited by their higher education and experience. Thus as we become
partakers of the divine nature, and separate selfishness from our lives, special talents for helping
one another are granted us. This is heaven's way of administering saving power.
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Is there not something stimulating and inspiring in this thought, that the human agent stands
as the visible instrument to confer the blessings of angelic agencies? As we are thus laborers
together with God, the work bears the inscription of the divine. The knowledge and activity of
the heavenly workers, united with the knowledge and power that are imparted to human
agencies, bring relief to the oppressed and distressed." Testimonies for the Church, Volume 6
p-457

WHAT DRIVES AWAY HOLY ANGELS?

Cherishing a Known Sin

"All who indulge sinful traits of character, or willfully cherish a known sin, are inviting the
temptations of Satan. They separate themselves from God and from the watchcare of His
angels; as the evil one presents his deceptions, they are without defense and fall an easy prey.
Those who thus place themselves in his power little realize where their course will end. Having
achieved their overthrow, the tempter will employ them as his agents to lure others to ruin."
The Great Controversy p.558,559

Knowingly Attending Meetings Where Error is Taught

"God is displeased with us when we go to listen to error, without being obliged to go; for unless
He sends us to those meetings where error is forced home to the people by the power of the
will, He will not keep us. The angels cease their watchful care over us, and we are left to the
buffetings of the enemy, to be darkened and weakened by him and the power of his evil angels;
and the light around us becomes contaminated with the darkness." Early Writings p.125

Indifference About Christ's Presence

"In our association with one another, we should take heed lest we forget Jesus, and pass along
unmindful that He is not with us. When we become absorbed in worldly things so that we have
no thought for Him in whom our hope of eternal life is centered, we separate ourselves from
Jesus and from heavenly angels. These holy beings cannot remain where the Saviour's presence
is not desired, and His absence is not marked. This is why discouragement so often exists
among the professed followers of Christ." The Desire of Ages p.83

Disorganization
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"Angels work harmoniously. Perfect order characterizes all their movements. The more
closely we imitate the harmony and order of the angelic host, the more successful will be the
efforts of these heavenly agents in our behalf. If we see no necessity for harmonious action, and
are disorderly, undisciplined, and disorganized in our course of action, angels, who are
thoroughly organized and move in perfect order, cannot work for us successfully. They turn
away in grief, for they are not authorized to bless confusion, distraction, and disorganization."
Testimonies to Ministers p.28

Neglect of God's Commands or Any Known Duty

"In the time of trouble, just previous to the coming of Christ, the lives of the righteous will be
preserved through the ministration of holy angels. Those who come up to that trying time,
neglecting to obey God's commands, will have no security of their lives. Angels cannot protect
them from the wrath of their enemies while they are living in neglect of any known duty, or
express command of Jehovah." Spiritual Gifts, Volume 3 p.196

WHAT ATTRACTS HOLY ANGELS?

The Name of Jesus

"No sooner is the name of Jesus mentioned in love and tenderness than angels of God draw
near, to soften and subdue the heart." Testimonies for the Church, Volume 6 p.339

Hospitality

"The privilege granted Abraham and Lot is not denied to us. By showing hospitality to God's
children we, too, may receive His angels into our dwellings. Even in our day, angels in human
form enter the homes of men and are entertained by them. And Christians who live in the light
of God's countenance are always accompanied by unseen angels, and these holy beings leave
behind them a blessing in our homes." Testimonies for the Church, Volume 6 p.341,342

Deeds of Mercy

"As you open your door to Christ's needy and suffering ones, you are welcoming unseen angels.
You invite the companionship of heavenly beings. They bring a sacred atmosphere of joy and
peace. They come with praises upon their lips, and an answering strain is heard in heaven.
Every deed of mercy makes music there. The Father from His throne numbers the unselfish
workers among His most precious treasures." The Desire of Ages p.639
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Love, Peace, and Politeness

"Let love be cherished, and peace, and Christian politeness, and angels will be your guests."
Sons and Daughters of God p.113

A Humble Life of Goodness and Fidelity

"It is not the seeking to climb to eminence that will make you great in God's sight, but it is the
humble life of goodness, of fidelity, that will make you the object of the heavenly angel's
special guardianship." 2 Selected Messages p.164

A Christlike Life

"God smiles upon the humble and lowly ones who follow closely in the footsteps of the Master.
Angels are attracted to them, and love to linger about their path. They may be passed by as
unworthy of notice by those who claim exalted attainments and who delight in making
prominent their good works, but heavenly angels bend lovingly over them and are as a wall of
fire round about them." The Sanctified Life p.13
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